Eighth Sunday after Trinity, 26 July 2026
St Peter Mancroft Church
10.00am Sung Eucharist

Welcome to this service, which is also being live-streamed on the St Peter Mancroft
YouTube channel. A hearing loop is available for use. Please join us for refreshments after
the service, and these will be at the back of church this Sunday while the Octagon is
being used for the ‘On the Huh’ community drama which has its final performance today.

Organ music before the service begins — played by Julian Haggett, organist
Intermezzo by Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Short notices are given just before 10.00am.

Processional Hymn
Please stand if you’re comfortable doing so.
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All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown,
he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
what with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple, fall to dust.
But God's power,
hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.



God's great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore
from his store
new-born worlds rise and adore.

Daily doth th' Almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand
at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.

Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.
Christ doth call
one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Robert Seymour Bridges (1844—1930)

based on Meine Hoffnung stehet feste, by Joachim Neander (1650—-1680)
A&M 584

Welcome and Introduction
Please remain standing.

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.



Prayer of preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession
The deacon then invites the people to confess their sins:

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ

to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Please sit or kneel.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.



The presiding minister then proclaims God’s absolution:

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria (Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne)
If you are comfortable doing so, please stand to sing the Gloria.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

The Collect
Please remain standing.

Almighty Lord and everlasting God,

we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
both our hearts and bodies

in the ways of your laws

and the works of your commandments;

that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.



First reading: Romans 8.26-39, read by Sarah Ip
Please sit.

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for

words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of

God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined
he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom
he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us! He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will
he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm: 119.129-136
Please remain seated. The congregation says the psalm together.

Your testimonies are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.

The opening of your word gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.

| open my mouth and draw in my breath,
as | long for your commandments.



Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as is your way with those who love your name.
Order my steps by your word,
and let no wickedness have dominion over me.
Redeem me from earthly oppressors
so that | may keep your commandments.
Show the light of your countenance upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
My eyes run down with streams of water,
because the wicked do not keep your law.

Gospel Reading - Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Please stand if you’re comfortable doing so for the gospel reading, and turn to face the
centre of the Nave, from where the gospel will be read.

Alleluia, alleluia.

| am the light of the world, says the Lord.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.’

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone

found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of



the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?” They answered, ‘Yes.” And he said to them,
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon, given by Brian O’Rourke
Please sit.

Nicene Creed
Please stand if you’re comfortable doing so.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Intercessions, led by Leila Threadkell
Please sit or kneel.

This response may be used as part of the intercessions:

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

At the end of the intercessions these words may be used:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace
Please stand if you’re comfortable doing so as the deacon introduces the Peace:

We are the body of Christ.

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace

and builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.



Hymn
Please stand if you’re comfortable doing so.
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All for Jesus, all for Jesus,
this our song shall ever be;
for we have no hope, nor Saviour,
if we have not hope in thee.

All for Jesus, thou wilt give us
strength to serve thee, hour by hour;
none can move us from thy presence

while we trust thy love and power.

All for Jesus, at thine altar
thou wilt give us sweet content;
there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee
in the solemn sacrament.

All for Jesus, thou hast loved us;
all for Jesus, thou hast died;
all for Jesus, thou art with us;
all for Jesus crucified.

All for Jesus, all for Jesus,
this the church’s song must be,
till, at last, we all are gathered

one in love and one in thee.

W | Sparrow-Simpson (1859-1952)
A&M 421

The Preparation of the Altar Table

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.



The Eucharistic Prayer
Please remain standing for the first part of the prayer if you’re comfortable doing so.

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

You are worthy of our thanks and praise,

Lord God of truth,

for by the breath of your mouth

you have spoken your word,

and all things have come into being.

You fashioned us in your image

and placed us in the garden of your delight.

Though we chose the path of rebellion

you would not abandon your own.

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace.
You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets
to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace.

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth,

we echo the song of the angels in heaven,

evermore praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Please sit or kneel as the Eucharistic Prayer continues.

Lord God, you are the most holy one,
enthroned in splendour and light,

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ
you reveal the power of your love

made perfect in our human weakness.



Embracing our humanity,

Jesus showed us the way of salvation;

loving us to the end,

he gave himself to death for us;

dying for his own,

he set us free from the bonds of sin,

that we might rise and reign with him in glory.

On the night he gave up himself for us all

he took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high

and we long for his coming in glory.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
form us into the likeness of Christ

and make us a perfect offering in your sight.

Look with favour on your people

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.
Bless the earth, heal the sick,

let the oppressed go free

and fill your Church with power from on high.

Gather your people from the ends of the earth

to feast with all your saints at the table in your kingdom,
where the new creation is brought to perfection

in Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,

for ever and ever. Amen.



We invite you to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language in which you’re most comfortable.
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer, saying:

As our Saviour taught us, so together we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
grant us peace.

The president invites the people to receive communion, saying:

Jesus is the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and | shall be healed.



Please follow the guidance of the Sidespeople as you come forward to receive
Communion or a Blessing. Those sitting in the side aisles are invited forward first, and
then those in the central nave starting from the back. Please approach down the central
aisle and return to your place using one of the side aisles. Communion is given at the
chancel step in the form of a bread wafer (please ask if you require gluten-free) and wine
from the shared chalice. Following national guidance issued for health reasons, please
note it is not permitted to dip your wafer in the shared chalice. If you do not wish to drink
from the shared chalice simply return to your place after receiving the wafer.

Communion Hymn
Please remain seated for the singing of this hymn.
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King of glory, King of peace,
I will love thee;
and, that love may never cease,
I will move thee.
Thou hast granted my request,
thou hast heard me;
thou didst note my working breast,
thou hast spared me.

Wherefore with my utmost art
| will sing thee,
and the cream of all my heart
| will bring thee.
Though my sins against me cried,
thou didst clear me,
and alone, when they replied,
thou didst hear me.



Seven whole days, not one in seven,
| will praise thee;
in my heart, though not in heaven,
| can raise thee.
Small it is, in this poor sort
to enrol thee:
e’en eternity's too short
to extol thee.

George Herbert (1593-1633)
A&M 698

Post Communion Prayers
Please remain seated or kneeling.

Strengthen for service, Lord,

the hands that have taken holy things;

may the ears which have heard your word

be deaf to clamour and dispute;

may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love

shine with the light of hope;

and may the bodies which have been fed with your body

be refreshed with the fullness of your life;

glory to you for ever. Amen.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.



Final Hymn
Please stand if you’re comfortable doing so, turning to face the West end as the servers

and ministers process out.
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The kingdom of God is justice and joy,
for Jesus restores what sin would destroy;

God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace,
the captives are freed, the sinners find place,
the outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to share,
and hope is awakened instead of despair.

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice,
believe the good news, repent and rejoice!
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross,
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal,
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole;

the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call,

and all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all.

Bryn Rees (1911-1983)
A&M 569i



Final Blessing
The presiding minister uses these words:

The peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal
The deacon dismisses the people using these words:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ Voluntary: played by Julian Haggett, organist
Finale Jubilante by Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Please remain standing while the crucifer returns down the South Aisle to the Vestry.
You’re then invited to sit for the organ voluntary, or feel free to depart.

A collection is not being taken during the service at present, but if you wish to make a
donation to the work of St Peter Mancroft please use the box or plate by the door, or the
contactless donation point at the back of church, to give by card.

Following the service coffee is being served at the back of church. Please do stay for
conversation and refreshments.
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